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NYCTERIBIIDJE.
Head at rest folded back on the thorax ; antennse two-
jointed, short and bristly ; eyes vestigial; wingless.
The flies are small, with the legs long and held like those of
a spider. All are parasitic on bats. They cling to their host
so that their dorsal surface is in contact with the skin of the
bat, and feed in this position on its blood. There are several
species, many of which are described by Ferris in vol. 27 of the
Entomological News (p. 436). According to Scott (1916), they
are not confined to any one species of bat, but, broadly speaking,
some prefer the fruit-eating bats, the others the insectivorous
forms.
The mature females give birth to full-grown larvae, one at a
time, and leave the host to do this on some smooth and dry
surface near the host. The larva is motionless, and is made
to adhere firmly by the mother, which stands over it and pats
it against the surface with her thorax; it remains stuck hard
by the gummy secretion expelled by the mother during the
extrusion of the larva. The act accomplished, the fly scuttles
back to the host. The larvae are soft and rounded, and whitish
in colour. The exposed part of the skin hardens and darkens
in about half an hour, but the remainder takes considerably
longer (Scott, 1916).
Rodham and Bequaert (1915) give a similar account for
Cyclopedia. They state that unless the adults find hosts                  t
within forty-eight hours, they die ; also that copulation takes
place on the host. (See also Urich and Sc@tt, P.Z.8. June,
1922.)
STBEBLIDJE.
Antennae two-jointed, inserted in a pit; palpi short, broad
and projecting.
Like the foregoing family, they are parasites on bats, but
little more appears to be known about them.
For convenience, another bat parasite may be described
here. It is less like the Nycteribiid than the Streblid, and